
COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

June, 1997 CIRCULATION: 600

All proceeds from advertisements after printing costs go to the WAMBOtN COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION, which
started the W hisper in Jul y, 1981. This Newsletter is distributed to all RMBs in Wamboin, Clare, and Yalana at the
beginning of each month , except for January. Edito r is Ned Noel , 28 Reedy Creek Place, W amboin, 2620, phone 238­
3484. Printe r Canweb Printing in Mitchell, ACT. Contributions which readers may wish to make for the July, 1997
edition of the Wamboin Whisper will be welcome , and should be submitted to the editor's mailbox (or sent by fax to
238-3562 or by email tonednoel@acslinltnet.au) by Sundlly 29 June, 1997 , 7:00 pm.

POLICE
AMBULANCE

EMERGENCY PHONE NUMBERS
298-0599 BRIGADE INFO CENTRE
297-1433 FIRESIEMERGENCY

238-3396
299-1502 (24 HRS)

[Wamboin Community As so ciation AGM Tues, June 17, Community Hall, Bingley Way, 8 pm

WAMBOIN FACILITIES AND CONTACTS
Community Association Libby King President 238-3222
Fire Brigade lyle Montesin Caplain 014-997-459 bh 238-1481 ah
Emergency Services Kevin Anderson Controller 236-9333
Brown ies Gillian Parry Contact Person 238-1075
Pony Club Maureen Purdie Contact Person 238~3343

Play Group Jennie Hayward Co-ordinator 238-3517
Hall Bookings Joan Mason Bookings 238-3258
Church, Anglican Robyn Robertson Warden 238-3202
Yarrowl um la Shire Peter Greenwood Councilor 238-3358
Golf Peter Greenwood Golfer 238-3358
Wamboin Store Derek&Trish Mavity Operators 238-3585
Injured Wildlife Wi ldcare Roster 299-1966

THE YOUNG WAMBOIN ENTREPRENEURS
(If you wi5h your~ to i1ppearIn this section, pkase advise the editOf on 2:u1..3484)

Ula Zammit, babysitting ... .. . . ... 238-3230
Levi Zammit , lawn mowing 238-3230
Nicole Skews, babysitting . ... .. 238-3403
Fiona Skea, babysitting 238-3290
Rebecca Purdie, babysitti ng, odd jobs, and domestic services 238-334 3
Julia Noel, babysitt ing, petsitti ng ._.. .... .... 238-3484
Theresa Montesin, babysitt ing 238-1481
Alicia McCudent, babysitt ing __ . 238-3103
David Klemk e, odd Jobs, computing, math tutoring . 238-3355
Mia Donald, babysitting ... ... 238-3276
Tamm ie Bachta, babysitt ing, odd jobs 238-3496

Macs Reef Tip Hours 7:30 am to 5:00 pm (7:00 pm during daylight time) Thurs-Mon, closed Tues & Wed
Wamboin Store Hours 8:00 am • 1:00 pm & 3:00 pm • 7:00 pm Mon-Fri 8:30 am - 6:30 pm SaUSun/Hol



Wam boin Whisper, June 1997, page 2

WAMBOIN COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT'S REPORT

The next meeting of the Wamboin Community Association will be the Annual General Meeting, The
meeting will elect the committee for 1997/98 and consider any other business . Nominations will be
called for Pres ident, Vice President, Secretary, Treasure r and two Committee Members. Items for
the agenda should reach the Secretary at 7 Cooper Road Warnboin by 15 June.

The community association is looking for some "new blood" to serve on the committee (not that
there is anything wro ng with the "old blood"), Some long serving members deserve a break.

The Bonfire Night and Fireman ' s Ball are THE events of the month and worthy of your support .
Please refer to the Whisper for further details.

THE AGM WILL BE TUESDAY 17 JUNE AT 8:00 PM.

Regards, Libby King, President.
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Don't Forget

Wamboin Community
Association's

Annual Bonfire and
Fireworks Display

Wamboin Community
Centre,

Bingley Way, Wamboin
Sunday 8th June

Food stalls from 5.30,
Bonfire 6.03 &

Fireworks light-up 6.33 precisely
Support local community groups

including Community Association, Cubs,
Scouts, Play Group, Fire Brigade
Come to the big bang of the year!

Adults $2, Children $1 or Family $5

(Please note that the only fireworks allowed will
be the display by the Community Association for

which a permit has been obtained)
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YARROWLUMLA COUNCIL NEWS

Reconciliation Following a report from Cr Alan Walker, Council will be considering the
vexing issue of aboriginal reconciliation . This followed Alan's attendance recently, on behalf of
Council, at the Aboriginal & Torrens Strait Islander Reconciliation Meeting held at Exhibition Park
in Canbena.

To say the least, some ofthe issues raised in Alan> s report are quite controversial, including a
recommendat ion to change the spelling of the name ofour Shire to "YarralumJa" (from
YarrowlumJa) which is apparently closer to the original aboriginal meaning. Other suggestions were
to invite local aboriginal groups to meet with Council to discuss how Council can identify and
integrate their concerns into planning and environmental issues and to discuss how Council can
participate in the reconciliat ion process. One other suggest ion, which is what this article is all about,
is to inform community groups of the Reconciliation process and invite them to consider how their
community could respond.

Whilst some Councillors were ready to adopt all the recommendations and others were willing to
reject them totally, fortunately the majority decided to let the issue "lay on the table" at this stage for
careful and considered discussion over the next twelve months.

This is an issue which at present is in the Federal arena, however it is something that should and will
be considered by local government. I wou ld be interested to hear of any views from anyone in our
community.

Peter Greenwood
Your Local Councillor 2383358

FOR SALE
Locally grown Native and Exotic shrubs and trees, suitable fo r th is area.

150 mm (6") pots $4.00
200 mm (I"} pols $7.00

Dynamic lifter, 40 kg bag $18.00

Kleenheat Gas Dealer, Wamboin, Sutton and Geary's Gap Area.
Also available; Rural Services, including Slashing, Ploughing,

Fencing, Polypipe supply and lay etc.

WIYAGIBA TRADING
Dave and Jane Hubbard
R.M.B. 3 POPPET ROAD

WAMBOIN
Ph/Fax 238-3308
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All Creatures Great and SmaU
A Continuing Series by Dr Blair Lamont, BVMS, MRCVS

Following recent publicity on TOXOPLASMOSIS in humans, several clients have requested a nm-down on this disease,
Toxoplasmosis is a coccidia (a protozoan type organism) tha t lives and breeds primarily in cats' intestines. It normully causes little
or no upset to the cat. though some may get fe~. pneumonia. liver problems. etc. However, the parasite produces millions of
cysts("eggs-) which p8S3 out into the cars droppings. In most cases, these are produced over only a 10 or 12 day period,and this
may happal only once in a eat's life or several times, depending on the eat's diet andresistance to re-infection. These -eggs"
becomeeffective within 2 to 5 days and then can survive for up to IS months in shady areas, cats get infected by eating these
"eggs" OR by eating other foodswhich may contain toxoplasma cysts. This could be rodents or birds, or undercooked meat or
chicken, but NOTdryor tinnedcat foods.

The big problem. is that the infected eggs. which then are passed in the eat's droppings, are very often picked up by
humans, animals and birds. In the case of humans, it can be by cleaning cat litter trays, or any soils, etc, in which the cat may have
defecated Even the vegetables can be contaminated, as many cats use the garden as a toilet area. Another source of infection
could be undercooked meat from an animal which had itself picked up infection and in which the Toxjplasma cysts had developed
and been dormant. perhaps for years.

Another unfortunate aspect is that the Toxoplasma is not destroyed by chemical means or freezing, but is killed by
heating above 66"C. It is therefore obvious that any contaminated area can remain dangerous for many months.

In animals andhumans most cases ofToxoplasma pass undetected, as blood test surveys indicate quite a high % of
infected humans. This is obviously highest among people who associate with cats which have access to any "food- other than
tinnedor dry eat food. or which roam outside in contaminated areas.

Unfortunately however , many humans (and animals) 00 suffer symptoms and even die, from this widespread ~para.sl te" .

These symptoms can vary from abortion 10flu-type illness. to glandular lever-type signs, to brain and eye damage, liver and bowel
problems etc, etc . The Toxoplasma travels alllhrough the system and can form cysts anywhere.
In humans treatment is difficuU..even though infection can usually be diagnosed on blood samples. It is seldom practicable to test
or treat cats themselves, as the disease, if present at all, is very short lived and intennittenl

PrcyentiQII is the main aspect. This means keeping contact with dried cat faeces or contaminaled areas to a minimum,
especially in YOUNG children and PREGNANT women. Where possible, try to ensure tha i cats onIy eal tinned or <byeat food,
and reduce roaming- Cook all meats thoroughly . certainly above 66"e. Treat any suspect articles, i.e. litter" trays, by HEAT, not
chemical disinfectants, and BURN faeces, do NOT bwy them. Finally, be aware ofToxoplasmosis and mention it to )'OW"doctor in
any suspicious illnesses - it is frequently overlooked.

Till next. time - Good Healthl Blair I...amont.

SUTTON REAL ESTATE
STILL CONTINUING SUCCESS, IT'S NO WONDER
WITH:
* Exclusive "Rural Properties" sales magazine
* Computerised colour presentation on every property
* Comprehensive media advertising
* Properties on Internet Australia
* Active and enthusiastic staff
* Personnal inspections on each property
* Professional, personal ised service
Ifyou are considering selling, buying or

renting a property contact:
Ron, Nancye, Jill or Leanne to discuss
your needs. Phone (06) 2303 240
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Playgroup
Playgroup Awareness Week at Wamboin Playgroup, 13 May 1997. Our playgroup has just finished

celebrating Playgroup Awareness Wee k. First of all we organised a visit by our Bush Fire Brigade. This was a lot of
fun, Most of the kids (and some mums !) had a ride in the truck and also had the chance to use the siren and fire
hose. We would again like to thank Dave Hubbard for doing this. Next we had a teddy bears' picnic inside the hall,
complete with teddys. balloons and squeals of delight Finally, at the end of the day, each child was giverr a certificate
etfperucfpaucn (kindly and very cleverly made by Chris Anderson on her computer) to remember our lovely day at
Wam boin Playgroup. Playgroup is held (Nery Tuesday morning (school term) from 10:30 arn , 12:30 pm. Bring along
a piece of fruit , a cup (tealcolfeelmilolbi scuits provided) and $1.00 each week We would like to see you there!
If anyone has any unused toys or puzzles lying around, the playgroup would always appreciate them, Any questions,
ring me on 238-3517 - Jennie Hayward .

Riding Instruction

Local riding inst ructor available for beginners and more experienced
riders and can come to your property.

Improve your dressage, learn to jump or just increase your confidence.
Available weekends or week days.

Phone Leanne on 238-3435.

Family service and Sunday School is held in the Wamboin Community
Hall at 9am on the Jit and )ni Sunday of each month. Please feel
welcome to attend the Sunday Services, which are conducted by the
clergy and lay readers of St. John' s, Reid. Come and share our time
of worship and enjoy a cup of tea afterwards.

BUNGENDORE
FOODTOWN

SUPERMARKET
Free assembly and delivery of groce ries, meat, fruit and vegetables and

delicatessen, to the Wamboin and Clare Valley Area.

T his service is available Monday to Friday. Orders phoned in by 12 noon will be
delivered mid-afternoon.

Phone 238-1178 for friendly, helpful service.
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THE GREATWAMB OIN CURRY NIGHT.

An open invitation to Wam boin . It's on again . Bring your own everything and share the
gastronomic and in testinal experience of the year. Saturday, 9 tl. August , 7 pm , at the Community

H all. Enquires to Dave Hubbard on 238-3308.

QUEANBEYAN VETERINARY HOSPI TAL & BOARDING KENNELS

94 Yass Road, Queanbeyan, 2620

Dr. Blair Lamont and Dr. GaryMcComb advise the continuance of their WamboinlClare Valley/Suno n area "Home
. Visit Days" on the lit & 3M Mondays of each month . This is in addi tion to our normal atte ndance, but with only

nom inal mileage charges.

Full 24 Hour Service available
at Q.V.H. Phone 299-2509

TAYLOR MADE REPAIRS
YOUR PUMPS NOT PUMPING? POOL FILTER NOT

FILTERING?
PUMP REPAIRS TO ALL MAKES OF PUMPS

• New pumps supplied and installed
'" Home pressure systems

• Pool pump s, filters and pump ing, spa pumps
• Bore drilli ng advice at no charge

• Fire fighting pumps and motors rePaired
• Windmill service and repa irs

'"Your leaking concrete tank can be repaired
'" Water softener repairs

'" Premium quality water softener salt at rural price - fre e delivery r
Don't run out of water - call a local bloke for mobile repairs

Mark Taylor ALL HOURS
018-486-460 (Mobile) 238-2357 (Home) 238-2351 (Fax)
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Wamboin Fire Brigade News

The last month has been very quiet for the Brigade with no call outs. The AGM of [he Brigade will be held at 7;30 pm
on Tuesday, 3RD June . Elections will be held for al l executive positions . Remember the annual fire brigade bal l will
be held on Saturday , 28th June, at the Community Hall, Bingley Way. Tickets are now avai lable. See the ad below
for detai ls. The next meeting of the Brigade will be Tuesday, 3/6197. - Regards, Graham Heathcote, Pres ident

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

WAMBOIN VOLUNTEER BUSHFIRE BRIGADE

Fireman's Christmas in Winter Ball

Community Hall, Bingley Way, Saturday 2Stll J une, 7 pm for S pm Christmas Dinner
Music by " Red HiUbillies", Fun Fire Brigade Bar Facilities

Surprises! Dan cing! Fun! Ticket Price : $18.00 per head

Tickets Available fr om:
Helen 238-3208

Ker ry 238-3489
G raham 238-3458 (h) 238-1178 (w)

Marylou & Rob 238-1913
Chris & Nev 238-3592

Taylor Made Repairs

WATER BORE DRILLING RIG
ALL ENQUIRES TO

MARK TAYLOR
ALL HOURS

238-2357 (Home)
018-486-460 (Mobile)

238-2351 (Fax)

f
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WAMBOIN COUNTRY GOLF CLUB - MAY RESULTS

A good day was had by al l 22 golfers in the Stableford competifio n held on 4th May. Our many lbanks to Robert
Gorham for thedonation of trophies and also to Robert and Marylou for the eats.
Tro phy winners (on the apparent Lambert Family Golf Day) were:
Encouragement award shared by Daniel Jobson and Ian Barter
Visitors trophy to John Erikson and Keith Jobson
Ball winners for nearest thepin and long drives were :
Jonathan Greenwood xz, John Erikson, Simoo Lambert xz, Neville Schroder
xl, Tony Fisher, Steve Lambert and Daniel Byers.
Nine Holers trophy won by Ruth I4mbe rt.
B Grade won by Steve Lambert with Tony Fishe r 2nd.
A Grade won by Matthew Justin from Jonathan Greenwood.

Peter Greenwood
Golfer 2383358

What Are You Drinking In Your Tank Water?
• bird droppings?
• decaying leaf matter?
• soot from your fire?
• dirt and dust?

For a clean safe water supply from your bore or tank call

P & A Water Products
8 Waite Place Farrer ACT 2607 286-2764

W Established in 1985

ALLARUS C.T.M.
WATEI (AllYING Truck & Bobcat

Trenching & Auger

DONESTI( WATEI All Terra in Fork..flft Hire
Grids Supplied & Fitted. Firewood.

Domestic & Rural Fencing.
Slashing. Mowing & Rota·ry-hoeing.

§U1V1ONG liE AIEl FOR UftR 1. YfAII§
Concreting & Bricklaying.

Garages. Horse Stabhts & Sheds. Supplied

AIIRAmvEUIB
& Erected to Council Approval.

Sand & Gravel For Building & Landscaping.

1 DAYS and also agents of cement and poly tank.
Lyle & Sue Montesin .

m iT' WW 1illliEI phlfax 238-1481
or 018-627--554 or 014-997-459

'N (II) 2'1-3148 .r .18-121-838
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WAMBOIN - 15 YEARS AGO by David Robertson

ROAD IMPROVE M ENTS : Unfortunately we have had little success in getti ng speed restrictio n signs for
Norton Road. The re is a spare pole on the left just as you enter Norton Road. If anyonc ca n obtain a "Wamboin
Welcomes Care ful Drivers" sign or the like, an d install it, we would all be very grateful. In the mean time, let
everyone sct a good exam ple. Neve r drive faste r than 50 kph in the Wamboin area. From the Wamboin Whisper No.
4 - Augus t, 1982.

WAHIOIM CLASSIFIEDS

ADVERT ISING RATE S: Local classified advertisements are free. as are announcements from community organisations and
clubs. Business advertisements attract a small fee (see below) which is donated to the Wamboin Conununity Association. Please
make your cheque out to this association, but post it to the editor. Contact editor 011 238--3484 for infonnation.

. Advert ising Hites: Full Page - 550 Half Page - 525 1/4 Page - SI5 116 Page - S ID 1110 Page - S5

For Hire : Wamboin Com munity Hall • Bookings arranged by JOi n Mu on - 238-3258
Local Hire ' 55 Bond SI20 Outside Hi re S85 Bond S150

Teenage Parties (must be supervised by parents) SI25 Bond 5150 Gas Barbecue Extra

For Hire from the Wamboin Community Association: Brand new Gas Barbecue - Party Size. Portable
520.00 per hire (includes gas) and S20.OO cleaning bond, both payable on collection of barbecue. Cleaning bond is refunded if
barbecue is returned clean - Bookings arranged by Kern Fisher- 238-3489

The Whis per is Wamboin's comm unity newspa per . If you live in the area and have somet hing to s ay about living
here that is informative, though tful, entertaining , or Inte resting, th ink about writing it up for the next is s ue . For mo re

information contact the ed itor on 238-3484.

Position Vacant - La Normandie Restaurant, Bungendcre • for waiter or waitress with knowledge in bar
work . previous experience required - wages negotiable> casual - ca ll the restau rant afte rnoons 3-6 except
TuelWed - or in the morning ca ll 286- 1757

J a panese Tuition, st udent, conversation, or busines s . Phone Michelle J ackso n on 238-0440.

FOR SALE: Queen size bed & marress, black timber look. Freedom bed with 8000 matress, S200.
Bookcase. black Freedom timber look, medium size bookcase. 900 long x 1200 high. $60. Mini
wardrobe/drawer - antique style timber. small wardrobe with 3 drawe rs and mirror attached, S IOO. Phone
238-3435 .
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Gearys Gap-Wamboin Laodcare Group
T he Annua l General Meeting of the Landca re Group will be held on Monday 9 June in the Gearys Gap Community
Hall , Birriwa Road (off Macs Reef Road). New members welcome. Meetin g commences 7.30 pm. Light sup per
provided. Annual Subscrtpnens: Members are remin ded that annual subscriptions of $20 per family become due on
I July. Paymen t may be made at any meet ing of the Landcare Group. or forwarded direct to the Treasu rer, Rosemary
Hu rley , at 10 Cla re Valley P lace . - Hi lary Ken t

SNIPPETS FROM SUTTON SCHOOL
Term 2 has brought with it some new and excitin g programs at SUlton School. All the children from K-6 are busily and

enthusiastically involved in a new and innovative enri chment prognun which is being held on Th ursda y afternoons. We have
professi onal peopl e from not only within the school but also outside of the school community teachi ng the children ski lls which are
vari ed as pentan que and croquet, drama, photography, and archery and circus skills . We all look forward to Thusday afternoon.
This program will run for the whole ofTerm 2.

With the help of our su pporti ve and hard work ing parent body the landscaping around our new clas sroom has been
completed and it is beg inni ng to look fantas tic! Primary children, in particular years 4 and 5, have learn t a great deal about
horticulture as they have dug and plan ted our vast supply of plants to comple te the landscaping ,

We were al l entertained by the performance "Be a Sport" . A highl y talented grou p of dancers demonstrat ed to the
chi ldren how the actions used in sport can be developed into danc e routines and gave the childr en an oppo rtun ity to help
"choreograph" their own dance routine.

Sporting activit ies are continuing with a group of chi ldren trai ning har d to represent the school at the eli ' 1, ict cross
cou ntry be ing held at Gunderoo. Th e school was very proud of the achievements of Char les Fea thers ton who represen ted. the
Region at the Stale Swimmi ng Title s. We ll done Charles.

TEMPERATURE AND RAINFALL INWAMBOIN
(21 year stat istics by David Robertson)

Average June Rainfall 45.9 mm
Wettest June 134,5 mm in 1981
Wettest June Day 38 mm on 2516/81
Driest June 8 mm in 1979
Coldest Night -sc on 2016186
Hottest Day 14c 21&221Sfl9 & 10 &1216/87
Coldest Day 4c on 27&2816183 & 28/6190
April 97 Rainfall 0.5 mm
1997 rainfall to 30/4197 142.5 mm
Average annual rainfall (1976-1996) 76000mm

PIANO & KEYBOARD
LESSONS

for studen ts of all ages
for exams or recreation
local teacher
individual tuition
fully qualified
very experienced

Contact: Mega n Scott
Pia no Tea cher
(B. Mus., A. Mus., A.T.C.L.)
72 Butmaroo Street , Bungendore
Phon e (06) 238·1489
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A Bit of the Area's History
As Told by Mr. Bill Cartwright
of "Woodbury" on Sutton Road

and written down by the Editor
Mr. Bill Cartwright's great grandfather settled in this area in 1862. In about 1935 Bill 's fathe r, Jack

Cartwright and his father's brother, Frank Cartwright, lived in portions of the family grazing property " Woodbwy", in
the area of Sutton Road and Macs Reef Road. Bill Cartwright and bls wife Fay still reside there today.

As a way to have an extended area for grazing, the brothers bough t 1400 acres of land in the area now
traversed by the western portion of Norton Road . Roughly , the area was a rectangle extending northfrom Kowen
Forrest to a coup le miles north of the present Norton Road. bounded on the west by the ridge just east of Sutton road
and extending eastwa rd to about the present Canning Close. The Cartwright brothers were given the money to start
the purchase by the ir uncle, Jimmy Dunn, who won the Queensland golden lottery 'prize of 50,000 pounds. They
bought the land from Tom GaJlagher, a man who had owned it for a long time , perhaps since before 1900. By 1935
he was getting too old to carryon with the work of managing sheep on the land. Some members of the Gallagher
family lived ncar the Molonglo River crossing on the Kings Highway about 10 km west ofBungendore.

The 1400 acres of land they purchased in the Wamboi n area was good wool growing land, as it bad already
been cleared. It supported 1000 to 1100 wethers.

There is a old buildi ng site on the land. now located west of Cooper road and south orNorto n Road, called
the bark hut. Onl y a stone chimney remained in the 1950s. Bill Cartwright remembers camping there for six weeks
in the winter in 1947. with his cousin Jerry and a pack ofdogs . They were there to carryout rabbiting and scrubbing.
One night a snow storm came and left six inches of snow.

One prob lem of the Gallagher's block was that it was " landlocked". The Cartwrights could only get into it
..through the grace ofothers" either by way of the Kowan Forrest Road or through Bob Denley' s property to its north .
Bill remembers that to get the 1000 or so wethers sheared and dipped they had to be run all the way northward to Bob
Denley' s property , then out onto Sutto n Road about halfway between the present Norto n Road and the Federal
Highway, then north along Sutton Road to the shearing shed at Woodbury on the east side of Sutton road about two
kilom etres south of the Federal Highway.

In the 30s. 405, and 50s Macs Recfroad was a very rough gravel road. It carried only abo ut 20 cars a day .
The road was not fenced. so the sheep roamedon the road and cars stopped for them .

FIREWOOD
Cate ring for Bungendore last 18 years

Wamboin and local areas no problems!

Seasoned hardwood s
Block or Split

Small loads can be arranged.

Please call
238-1342 or 018-631-772 or 018-487-435

Business Owned and Operated by
Rob and Judy Munday

Serving the Wambo in and Clare Valley Area

Truck-mounted Steam Cleaning System
24 Hours - 7 days

No exc uses - guaranteed results

BERNARD REARDON

Carinya Park, Clare Lane Wamboin
RMB 201 Gundaroo Road

PhonelFax 238-1n3
Mobile 018~32-4S4
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Forme rly there wasa large property called O 'Halloran's along the eas t side of Suuc n road from the ACT
border to abo ut the spot of the shearing shed . The sheari ng shed can also be located as being opposite the Cooper' s
house on the west side of Sutto n Road. Mr. O 'Halloran owned the property, but a shearer named Glen Smilh leased it
from O'HaI loran from about 1935 to about 1980. O 'Halloran also bought other land close to the ACT boundary,
includi ng large tracts near the presen t Queanbeyan rai lway station and at Inverona near Hume. Blocks at Inverona
were sold to people from as far away as England and South Africa. The property on Sutton Road north of Non.on
Road was purchased around 1980 by Athol Morri s, a panel beater from Canberra.

The Cartwrights would go onto Gallagher' s, the large Wam boin block, only abo ut once a month to mus ter or
to build or repai r sheepyards. The area was vel}' quiet, with the only sound coming from birds and a few airplanes a
day. It was"an isolated area, completely quiet and still." In the whole area bounded by Sutton Road on the west,
Kowen Forrest on the south. Macs Reef Road on the north, an d the Lake Geo rge Range on the east, there would only
have been about ten houses well into the 1960s. These included Jack Welch, the bulld ozer driver, a cou ple of houses
on the Watson's land, Glenn Smith 's house on Sutto n Road, 3 or 4 houses on Sutto n road belonging to the Bingleys,
the Cartwrights' houses, Gordon Bingley near Kowen Forrest on land he bought around 1950 from the Hyles family,
Bob Denley and the Harriots in blocks just south of Macs Reef, and the Riordans in Clare.

Prompt
Water

Delivery
By Bingley & Laggie Haulage

All Areas 7 Days

Phone 015-483-103
AH: 230-3385

FIREWOOD

CTM - Established in 1985
Well seasoned firewood by the

cubic metre or weighed ton.
Delivery service available.

Ring Lyle and Sue Montesin
phlfax 238-1481

or 018-627-554 or 014·997-459

CHRIS POWELL'S RURAL HOME MAINTENANCE
PH 238 -3434

For all your maintenance needs:
• Bricklaying
- Fireplaces Bunt & Repaired
- Tiling

- Gyproc Fixing & Repa irs
- Ridge Capping RepairS
- Rubbish Removal
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The Cartwrights when working their Wamboin (Gallagher 's) block would sometimes run into a sawmiller
named Rayner who used to take out logs. Th ere is in the area a creek called Sawpil Creek, f lowing northeastward
from lhe west side of the ridge just east of Sulton road to the Yass river, meeting it about 6 km south of the present
Macs Reef bridge. T imber logs were take n from thi s area and this may have been tile reason for the name oft1le
creek . Raynor was a sawmi ller at Queanbeyan and collected logs from Gallaghers. Bill Cartwright doesn't know
whethe r Rayno r had a sawmill there or not. A short little railway was ported into the bush nea r the cutt ing areas to use
for runni ng the logs into a saw operated by Les and Herb Bingley 10 cut timber for the Canwrights about 1950.
Various woodcutte rs took a lot of wood, espec ially stringybark and redbox, out of the area to custo mers in Canberra
and Quea.nbeyan. Much of it went to a woodyard near the War Memorial. Some persons involved in woodcutting
were Stan White, who used to live in Sutton. and the Webbers ofQueanbcyan. Trees were cut Into 6 foot lengths
using axes , with the bigger logs split to make them lighter. In Canberra they were cut down further into fireplace logs.
Bill believes that all of Wamboin, now bare of trees in many places, was once quite forested.

In the 20s, 30s , and 40s the Cartwrights used to allow Sutton residents to get firewood from the parts of
Woodbury closest to Sutton. There was plenty of wood in the area, so this arrangement helped cut fire risk and also
was a way ofshowing "a bit of community spirit."

Like most graziers.tbe Cartwrights removed many trees, as it opened up the land for sheep. At tcast one of
the local graziers tried to remove all trees. The Cart wrights did not follow this approach. They felt tha t leaving some
trees was wise. T rees provided protection for the sheep, so that they did not usc as much of their energy 10 keep
warm. needed less feed and stayed in better condition through the winte r. Trees also preven ted the land from drying
out as fast in hot summer winds, and hence kept the pasture in better condition. Mr . Cartwright's grandfather paid a
man to ringbark most of the trees in one area. and asking him 10 leave some untouched for these reasons. The man
later boasted to othe r people tha t he had ringbarked every single one.

Mr. Cartwright's father, Jack Cartwright. died in 1966. His mother and his sisters owned the land, and Bill
Cartwright and his brother worked it for them for about three years until 1969. They then sold it to a developer. The
developer had previously bought the O 'Halloran' s block, along the east side of Sutton Road just north of the ACT
border. The two blocks togeth er provided sufficient land for subdivi sion. the beginning of the new subdivided
Wamboi n. Norton Road was started in 1970 or 1971, and extended up the big hill from Sutton Road and a bit further
afte r pass ing over the hillt op. Bill Cart wright believes it was always sealed. and he does not believe the shire would
have allowed suc h a steep road to go in without being sea led.
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The Cartwrights knew the Hyles Family and the Watsons. bul had lillie contact with them . "We were Sutton
people and they were Qucanbeyan and Bungendore people." The Hyles would come into the land from the Kowan
Forres t or Kings Highway end, and, like the Cartwrights. only occasiona lly when requi red for mustering, sheepyard
construction, or other grazier ' s work .

Bill Cartwright supports a story from James Bingley about shooting wild pigs in the area . He also remembers
many occas ions, especi ally during the win ter. when kangaroos were culled . Kangaroos ate the same grass tha t the
sheep ate. and hence cut Into the graz iers ' livelihood. Th e shoots never killed off all the kanga roos. but kept their
numbers down 10 about 20% of what they are today. The kangaroos were also dete rred then by the absence of water.
Today Mr. Cartwri ght notes. on a morning plane flight from Canberra to Sydney the area glitte rs with reflected
sunlight from hundreds of dams. which the kangaroos use for water.

In addition to the Wamboin fire of 1985 Bill remembers the big fire that hit Sutton in 1979. It burned 72.000
acres in 24 hours . 11 start ed in Hall when elect ricity lines touched . and was pushed by nonhwcster ties to the Sutton
area, where it burned several outlying houses as well as large areas of grass. lrees. and fences. Then the wind changed
to a southwesterly. and the fire moved from the Sutton area towards Lake George. On Woodbury. their prope rty just
south of Sutton, the Cartwri ghts lost abo ut 300 sheep and most of their fencing. "It wasa big disturban ce in our
lives ..
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BiU can also remember a smal ler fire that burned around 50 acres around 1948 . It was sta rted by a wood
carter boili ng a billy beside a dam.

On the Woodbury property Bill also remembers many floods on lite Yass River. Th e property is about a
kilometre above the Macs Reef Yass Rive r Bridge. The Cartwrights and their neighbors on the eastern side of lite
river , the Rudds, have fences tha t cross the river to a llow stock access. in litis pattern:

Floods often took out the fences . The biggest flood Bill can remember was in 1982. As in most of the
floods, the rive r rose quickly and dropped quickly. Mrs . McG laughlin, who was living at the Rudds at the Lime, woke
up in the middle of lhe night and went into her ki tchen and looked out the window. Th e rai n had ended and the sky
hadcleared. Mrs. McGlaughlin was amazed to see, IH up by the moon. an enormous body of water between her and
the Ca rtwri ghts. The next morning the river had already receded substantia lly but the line of sticks left by Lhe flood
crest went 200 meters in to the Rudds' land o n the east side of the river an d 100 meters into the Cartwrights ' land on
the west side of the rive r.

Bill wonders about the new bridge. Because it is an arched brid ge rathe r than a shallow crossing, in a reall y
big flood it may act as a dam. It could force water back over his far m and the others just upstream of the brid ge. Th e
really big floods ha ppen very quickly, lasting only 30 minutes to an hour, but in tha t amount of time the new bridge
couJd cause considerable damage by damming up the rive r if there is so much wa ter that it cann ot all fit under the
arch.

Bill thinks the Rehwinkles , who ran the an imal farm until a couple year s ago. bought their land about 20
years ago. The same land was once part of Wood bury, owned by his gra ndfather and his gra ndfa ther' s brother.

Bill has neve r heard any stories about aborigines in the area. The only accounts he has ever heard about
aborigines deal with the Orro ral and Urriara areas now in the ACT.

The Sutto n Fire Brigade was officially fonned in 195 1. Before then firefighting wasdone by private people,
usua lly with beaters, and, as lime went on, with thei r own pu mps a nd trucks. Gelling help was in some ways eas ier.
because in those days everyone 's phone wasplugged into the Sutton exchan ge. All the plugs cou ld be plugged in at
once and then all the phones in the area would ring simultaneously to al low the news to bequ ick ly spread. A num ber
of people could arrive within ten minutes, surround the fire, cut fences where necessary, a nd follow the lin e of the fire .

Bill thinks that in many ways the increased popu lation has mad e firefighti ng more dangerous. In ea rlie r
times there might be only one house on two thousand acres, and so it could beprot ected . Now there might be 50 or a
hundred houses on the same amount of land. so a fast moving fire could enda nge r them much more qu ickly. It migh t
be tha t onJy 4 or 5 trucks could be available in the first hal f hour. and 15 or 20 in two hours. He poin ts out that people
should take care to keep grassand brush away fro m the house. as th is increases opportunities for trouble in a fire.

T he Cartwrights had always mai ntai ned a tip of Lhei r own on their land on a little stony knob. The Shire put
in the Macs Reef Tip about 20 years ago . "It ' s something tha t 's got to be."

All the settlement has in some ways made life more difficult for grazicrs. Some of the problems that have
increased with settlement are increased numbers of ka ngaroos, roaming dogs, higher rates. and a grea ter bushfirc risk.
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